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COMMUNITY FUNDRAISING 

AOS survives on the generosity of individuals who give their time and money to 
support the organisation. AOS currently raises its money through individual donations 
charitable trusts and maritime businesses. 

 
Many supporters give valuable time and energy to take part in hundreds of 
imaginative events, raising thousands of pounds for our work  This generosity 
ensures we can continue our vital work, reaching out to seafarers as our brothers 
and sisters in need. 
 
Events can be a fun and effective way of raising valuable funds for our work and 
raising awareness about the work of AOS and the conditions that seafarers face 
today.  Without fundraising AOS simply would not exist. There are thousands of 
events to take part in or even organise one yourself.  We have included a list of ideas 
at the end of this pack but you may well have many ideas of your own. 
 
Henri Nouwen, a leading spiritual writer, once said ñI want to say that fund raising, if 
you think about it from the perspective of the Gospel, is not a response to a crisis.  
Fund raising is first of all, a form of ministry.  It is a way of announcing your vision, 
and inviting other people into your vision with the resources available to them.ô 
(September 16th, 1992)   
 
 
KEEP IT LEGAL       
          
You may be keen to start fundraising but, before you start 
when it comes to fundraising events and activities that involve 
the general public, there are some legal requirements that you need to think about.  
You are responsible for ensuring that any event you organise in aid of AOS, 
complies with the law and is run safely.  AOS cannot and does not accept 
liability for events run in its name. But please do not worry as this guide should 
help you with the planning of your event and also depending on the event, the 
following people will all be able to offer you advice on setting up your event: local 
council, police, trading standards and The Council for Voluntary Action.  They can 
offer advice on licensing, trading standards and health and safety issues.  If you 
intend to hold your event in a public place e.g. a park or a road then you will need to 
talk to the police. The internet is also a great source of information.  
 
If you organise an event/activity that involves the public in any way, you will need to 
ensure you have Public Liability Insurance.  Check with the owners of your venue as 
you will find they often have it already. 
 
 
 
 
 
 




